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POXXAECTBEHCKAA MOAA

PoxxaecTBo u ITacxa GbIAM AIOOVMMBIMY TIPA3AHMKAMM B CTa-
poit Poccun. K HMM YCHMAEHHO FOTOBUAMCD, COOMPAAY TIOAQPKY,
CTPANIAAN ¥, KOHEYHO, 3al1aCaAVICb HOBbIMM HapAAHBIMN TyaAe-
tamu. B Hauaae XX Beka B MOAY BOLLIAU CIIELIIAABHBIE TTO3ADA-
BUTEABHBIE POXKAECTBEHCKME POTOOTKPBITKM. OHM OblAM uep-
HO-0eABIMY, HO ITOPOJ MX PACKPALINBAAL MAY ABXKE TIPUCHITAAL
bAeckaMu AAST TIPMAQHMST OOAee TIPa3AHMYHOTO BUAA. B Moert
KOAAEKLIVM XPAHUTCS HEMAAO OTKPBITOK, KOTOPbIE MIPEKPACHO
OTPaXXAIOT MOAY PO>KAECTBEHCKMX NPa3AHMKOB. POXKAECTBO B
XPUCTMAHCKOM MMpPe CUUTAETCsI TPa3AHMKOM CEMENHBIM, a IO-
CeMy Ha OTKPBITKAX Yallle BCEro M300pakeHbl CeMelHbIE T1apbl,
4acTo C AeTbMM, AO0 opHM pAeTu. OCOOEHHO IMOMYASIPHBIMU
Ob1AM (POTOKOMITO3ULIUM C HAPSIAHOM POXKAECTBEHCKOM EAKOT,
YKpallleHHO! CBeYaMM, CEPeOPUCTBIM AOKAEM, Oycamu U 1mapa-
mu. [ToctanoBouHble ¢poTorpadun ¢ sapdpekTom CHeromapa xo-
POLLO OTPAKAIT POSKAECTBEHCKYIO YAUUHYIO MOAY. TaM MbI BU-
AVIM MMAOBMAHBIX MOAOXKaBBIX AAM B MAHTO, YaCTO C MEXOBOM
OITYLIKO, B 3MHMX KallopaX MAU IIASIIAX, C TOPHOCTAEBBIMU
MY(i)TaMI/[ n l'[yIHI/[CTbIMI/[ IMaAaHTMHaMU. B pyKaX Y HUX — M3A11-
HO yIIaKOBaHHBIE U IepeBsi3aHHble KOPOOOUKU VAU CBEPTKU C
PO>XAECTBEHCKUMM MOAAPKaMU. My>KUMHBI OAETBL YaCTO AMIIb
B IIEPCTsHble IAABTO, (ETPOBbIE WIASIIBI MAU KOTEAKM, He
CAVIIKOM IIPUTOAHBIE AASI HAIMX MOPO30B. Ho 3TO U He yau-

BUTEADBHO, YIUTbIBA, YTO TaKMe Cl)OTOI'pa(i)I/H/I CHMMAaANCDH B ITa-



BUABOHAX, & MHOTAQ U 3a TPAHULIEN, TA€ KOCTIOMEpBL He OblAM
XOPOIIIO 3HAKOMBI C PeAAMAMY PYCCKON XKMU3HM.

Aety yacTo M300paXKAIOTCSA C CAaHOUKAMU BO BPEMS POXK-
AECTBEHCKMX KaHUKYA, B BSI3aHbIX 1IAMOYKAX, KOPOTEHBKMX LIy0-
Kax 1o MoAe 1910-x rop0B, B BbICOKMX LIEPCTSAHBIX FaMalllax 1 B
TETABIX OOTMHKaX. A B pyKaX Y AeTUIIEK — PACKPBITbIE 30HTUKIL

3aro nHTepbepHble poTorpadu MOKa3pIBAIT HaM HOraTC TBO
BEUYEPHMX OTKPBITBIX AAMCKUX IIAQTbeB M3 KpPY)KeBa M ILIEAKA
C BBIIIMBKOM M ANIIAMKALMAMM. B MYXXCKMX POXXAECTBEHCKIX
KOCTIOMAaX AOITYCKAAaCh BOABHOCTD, CBOVMICTBEHHAS AOMAIIHEMY
YKAQAY — KOCTIOMBI B TIOAOCKY, HAIIpVIMep, XOTsI K HUM BCErAa Io-
AaraAuchb Oeable py0allKy C MAACTPOHAMM, BBICOKME KPaXMaAb-
HbI€ OTCTETVBAIOIINECs BOPOTHNYIKN, MOAHDIE I'AACTYKIU.

[TopOGHDBIE OYapOBaTEAbHbIE POXKAECTBEHCKME OTKPBITKU
MICUE3AM BMECTE CO CTapbIM YKAAAOM PYCCKOM XU3HU B 1917-Mm
roAy MocA€e GOADIIEBUCTCKOTO TTepeBopoTa. HoBast BaacTs, 6e3-
O0>KHas 1 Oe3AyXOBHAs, 3alpelliaAa CIIPAaBASITD B HAlllEV CTpaHe
Caetaoe PoxxpecTBO XpUCTOBO Ha MPOAOAXKEHMY TIOUYTH BOCh-
MUAECATU A€T. 3aMeHoi emy ctaa Hosbit Top, a camy kpaca-
BULIY POXKAECTBEHCKYIO €AKY CHauaAa OOBSIBUAM MeIJaHCKUM
TIepE>XXUTKOM, a IIOTOM TIePEVIMEHOBAAY B HOBOTOAHIOIO €AKY.

Oataxo B EBpore, B ToM uncAe 1 B 6aATUIICKUX CTPaHaX, pa-
Hee BXOAMBIIVX B cOCTaB POCCUIICKON MMITePUM, TaK/e MUABIC
M CeHTVIMEHTAAbHbBIE POXKAECTBEHCKIE OTKPBITKY MPOAOAYKAAL
BBIITYyCKaTbh, 1 OHM OKOAbHBIMMU ITIyTAMM, Y€PE3 POACTBEHHVKOB

u Apysent Bce xe nponukaau B CCCP. Ho mopa 1920-x ropos



COBCEM He IIOXOXKa Ha Ty, YTO ObITOBaAa A0 IlepBoit MupoBoi
BOJMHBL. AaMbl CHSAM KOPCETBI, YKOPOTUAU IIAQTbsl, OTOAVAU
PYKH, KOPOTKO IOCTPUTAKCH U CTAAM TIOXOXKM Ha 0€33a00THBIX
NITUYEK SIIOXM YapPAbCTOHA. VIMEHHO B TakuX Hapsiaax OBIAO
MIPUHATO CHPABAATb POXXAECTBO B 3IOXY AXKasza. AAS My>XUMH
HapSAHBIM KOCTIOMOM CTAA CMOKVHT AU MATKUM TEMHBbII TIMA-
xak. A B pororpadusix 1930-x ropoB B Mope PoskaeCTBEHCKOTO
Ce30Ha YYBCTBYIOTCS A2XKe CIIOPTMBHbIE HOTKY, CBS3aHHbIE C
OOABILNM YBAE€UEHEM ABDKHBIM CIIOPTOM B TO BPEMSL.

ITocTeneHHO MOAQ HA MOAOOHDBIE POXKAECTBEHCKME YEPHO-
GeAble OTKPBITKM CTaAa cxoautb Ha HeT. B CCCP Huvero mo-
AODOHOTO He reyaTaAu 1 He M3AaBaAU, U IpasaHoBaHre HoBoro
ropd CTano 60Aee MOAOAEKHBIM, LIYMHBIM IIPa3AHUKOM, IIpe-
KpaCHO MPEACTaBAEHHBIM B ¢rabMe Dabpapa PsizanoBa «Kap-
HaBaAbHas HOYb». KpacMBBIM HOCTAaABIMYECKMM aTaBM3MOM
CTapOro pyccKOro PO>XXAeCTBa BBITASAUT B 9TOM COOPHMKE OT-
KPBITKa 13 ITApYDKCKOTo pycckoro pecrtopaHa «Pavillon Russe» ¢
XO34JIKOI, U3BECTHOM TeBuLiert AIoAMMAON AOMaTo, BbIMYILeH-
Has B 1960-e roApbL

MBI paABL, 4TO 3TOT HOBbIIT COOPHUK OTKPBITOK I10 UICTOPUN
Mopbl 13 cepun «Carte Postale» paeT untaTeAssMm BO3MOXXHOCTb
HACAAAMTBCS OYapOBaHMEM POXAECTBEHCKOM MOABI HadaAa

TIPOIIAOIO CTOACTHUAL.

Axekcanop Bacuives
Iapux, 2007



CHRISTMAS FASHION

Christmas and Easter were favourite holidays in old
Russia. People vigorously prepared for these holidays, buy-
ing and making presents, cooking and sewing new elegant
dresses. At the beginning of 20th century, special Christmas
greeting cards were all the rage. They were mainly black and
white, but sometimes they were painted or even bespangled
to give them a more festive look. In my collection I have many
postcards that wonderfully express fashion worn during the
Christmas holidays. Christmas in the Christian world is con-
sidered to be a family holiday, and therefore postcards most
often depicted married couples, generally with children or
children by themselves. Especially popular were photocom-
positions showing an attractive Christmas tree decorated
with candles, icicles, garlands and balloons. Pictures sporting
a “snowfall effect” perfectly reflected Christmas street fash-
ion with lovely young ladies in coats often decorated with fur,
winter hoods or bonnets, with ermine muffs and downy pala-
tine. They held neatly wrapped and tied boxes or packages
containing Christmas gifts. Men were often dressed only in
woollen overcoats, felt hats or bowlers... not quite suitable
for our winter frost. But that wasn’t surprising, considering
that these pictures were taken in studios, and sometimes
abroad, where wardrobe attendants were not quite aware of

the realities of Russian life.



Children are often pictured with sleds during the Christ-
mas holidays, in stocking caps, short fur coats, which were
fashionable in the 1910s, high woollen leggings and warm
boots. Often children carried opened umbrellas in their
hands.

However, indoor pictures show us the richness of ladies’
evening gowns made of lace and silk with embroidery and ap-
pliqué. There was a certain amount of liberty allowed with the
suits men wore at Christmas, which matched the lifestyle at
home. For instance, stripped-down suits, though they were al-
ways worn with white shirts with vests, high hard unfastened
collars and fashionable neckties.

These charming Christmas postcards disappeared with the
old Russian way of life in 1917 after the Bolshevik coup. The
new godless and earth-fed authorities prohibited the country
from celebrating the “Light Christmas of Our Lord” for al-
most eighty years. Instead, New Year’s became the main holi-
day, and the beautiful Christmas tree initially was declared a
remnant of the bourgeois lifestyle, and later renamed the New
Year tree.

Nevertheless, in Europe, including in the Baltic States,
which earlier were part of the Russian Empire, those charm-
ing, romantic postcards were still being produced, and contin-
ued to be prevalent in the USSR indirectly through relatives
and friends. But fashion in the 1920s was very different from
that before the First World War. Ladies took off corsets, made



dresses shorter, exposed their hands, cut their hair short, and

greatly resembled the flapper of the Charleston period. It was

conventional to celebrate Christmas in these dresses from the

jazz era. For men, a tuxedo or a soft dark jacket became fash-
ionable. As for the 1930s, looking at the pictures, you would

think that Christmas fashion was influenced by sports, given

the popularity of skiing during those years.

Little by little the fashion for these black and white post-
cards disappeared. In the USSR, nothing like this was pub-
lished or printed, and New Year celebrations became a more
youthful, noisy feast, wonderfully depicted in Eldar Ryaza-
nov’s movie, “Pageant Night” A nice nostalgic throwback
to the “old Russian Christmas” in this collection is a post-
card from a Russian restaurant in Paris, the “Pavillon Russe”,
showing its owner, popular singer Ludmila Lopato, published
in the 1960s.

We are pleased that this new postcard collection reflecting
fashion history in the “Postcard” series will offer readers an
opportunity to enjoy charming Christmas fashions from the

beginning of last century.

Alexandre Vassiliev
Paris, 2007
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/13AaT€ABCTBO «DTepHa» IPEACTABASIET:
Cepnsa «CARTE POSTALE»

AAEKCAHAP BACHADBEB

MCTOPUI MOADI

BblliAK B CBeET:
1 — Pycckue KpacaBuIibl
2 — Kocriombl «Pyccknx cezonos» C. Asruaea
3 — KocrTiombl pycckoro VIMneparopckoro pooma
4 — 3Be3AbI MYIPOBOTO HEMOT'O KVHO
5 — Mopa 1 nyTemnecTBus
6 — INAaskHAsS Mopa
7 — CBapebHas Mopa
8 — Pycckue xpacaBuubl: KHura BTopas
9 — Po>KAeCTBEHCKasl MOAA
10 — AeTckuit Mackapaa,
11 — Pycckue peHAU
12 — 3Be3AbI CTAAMHCKOJ SIIOXU
13 — Hamm nutomiiet
14— Kpuctuan Auop
15 — Mexa 1 mopa
16 — AaMcKue IIASIKI

17 — KocTtrombl pycckoro Tearpa XIX-XX Bekos
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